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blios of commons have obtained, and consider why some
arc remembered with reverence and gratitude, and others
never mentioned but with detestation arid contempt, we
shall always find that their conduct, with regard to this
single point, has produced their renown or their infamy.
Those ure always, by the general suffrage of mankind, ap-
plauded as the patterns of their country, who have struggled
with tho influence of the crown, and those condemned as
traitors, who have either promoted it by unreasonable
grants, or seen it increase by slow degrees, without resist-
ance.

It has not, indeed, sir, been always the practice of minis-
ters to make open demands of larger powers, and avow,
without disguise, their designs of extending their authority;
such proposals would, in former times, have produced no
consequences but that of awakening tho vigilance of the
senate, of raising suspicions against all their proceedings,
and of embarrassing the crown with petitions, addresses,
and impeachments*

They were under a necessity, in those times, of promoting
their schemes; those schemes which scarcely any ministry
has forborne to adopt, by more secret and artful and silent
methods, by methods of diverting* the attention of the pub-
lick to other objects, and of making invisible approaches
to tho point in view, while they seemed to direct all their
endeavours to different purposes.

But such, sir, have been the proofs of implicit confidence,
which the administration has received from this assembly,
that it is now common to demand unlimited powers, and to
expect confidence without restriction, to require an imme*
diato possession of our estates by a vote of credit, or the
sole direction of our trade by an act for prohibiting, during
their pleasure, the exportation of the produce of our
lands,

Upon what instances of uncommon merit, of regard to
the publick prosperity, unknown in former times, or of dis-
cerwnont superior to that of their most celebrated prede-
cessors, the present ministers found their new claims to
submission and to trust, I am, indeed, at a loss to discover;